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€£I "M sorry Pm In a wheelchair!™ To spare uny discom-
finire, this i is how 5. Sankara Raman would SO

timtes greet clients and officials, especially of the Income
Tax deparment, i the eotire of bis work a5 3 chartered
accounrant practsing in Madras, -

Sankara Raman is now engzged in mainstrezm work ar
Armar Seva Sangan as ity homorary secretary. He joined
e orpanisation n fanuary | 1992, afier nurning his back on
8 fucrative peactice, ¢ o

Why didd he make this decisson? *There was nothing in
my life to hold me Back,” says Sanksra Raman, whose
bady i Taid waste h,-.f muscnlar dysirophy, 3 debdlitting
physical condition. ™1 had some sivings, so0 instesd of
wasting my lalents, T thowght it wis better to come here.™

R._n.tlr.g about 5. Bamakrishnan in dsawda Vikatos,
ene=ting him, and ten coming o Avikudy, has evolved is
own therapy for Sankara Ramen and s intense, inmo-
spective nzture, His story reveals more about us than we
wothd cure o kmow.

When he firs realiszed he conld never run the mece in
quite the manner bis classfellows did, Sankarn Haman was
sbout 4 'or 5 end he simply did nor understand. Mor dd
bcuukmlmdmhrmppedandf;u,mptlhﬁﬂt.'."
woinds bt It et worse when suddeniy his ankles gave -
naymdﬂmhq:mm.hmlhughcda:hlsmt.sm
mirth dissobved mito slence. Nobody would talk b him- = -

"Iz was traumatic,” Sankara Ranan recalls, Releered by
thi weerdsd outside, he discoverid his body oo was rejees-
ing b 1 lis bladder, the bowels.. 50 he stopped euing
nnddmlhng_ﬂmﬂmanlrmhﬁ&lﬂfnﬁ'ﬂc I'k-n;u wf .
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8, Sankara Raman...

Sunlenrn Rarman's side, They did not make him feel he was
cissbled, They gave him awength and shared his pain
Shunred by peers, Sankarn Raman devored  hoal,
magarines, He drew, He puinted. He tricd foeget hiv
phy=ical self in the quest for kawwledge. But s his brain
grew sharper and sharper, his hudy grew weaker, AT 15 he

L ot Ao longer be carried to school,

His parema encournged him 1o continue hix drades by
correapondence and at 22, Sanksra Ramen Was a uali-
fiee! charrered agoountant, ready to step into the prides-
sional world, & cruel world, The lsughter of schoolboyvs
gave way 0o greancTr adversary. pity. There was nothing
o dresdful as the pity of these around. Hut it only made
Cankarn Raman moee determined than ever 1o prove thust
he could be a useful member of sockety

In the office he found somee undersmanding; he was
given a rodm on the ground floor and gradually he bauilt
up aelf-confidétice, Often cliestts would undcrestimate his
comperence and officials undermine his esteem. “But 1
irled o forger my disability and concentrale on my ahili-
tv," Sankarn Raman says. 1le is smiling at the memacy. 1
do ot accept T am nat normal. Tt is a premcice. Mormaloy
ligs in the mind.”

And then he asks: “Why do we always want o hide our
handicapped? Familics will not encourage their bhearing-
impaired child o wear 8 hearing aid. Why, even glasses!
S many parents will not gei glasses For a child whao needs
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sgachety must he vehabilitated with:d-m child."

them. These are little things that help 8 child live a full,
neorrmad life." i

A smnll policy decision and some planning are all it
takes m give the physically pandicapped a chance to live
normal lives, "WHy can't the government pass an arder
that all public huildings = be they schoods, offices, recre- |
ation cenires, hospitals < have rampa? Why can’t builders |

and town planners incorporate ramps into their destgna?”
asks Sankars Raman, "o you know, 1 once had my tooth
pulied out in the middle of the street hecwuse the stairs up
to the dentist’s dlinle were 100 NAfFOW ta accommodate
my wheelchair” |
A1 Amar Seva Sangam. Sankara Raman is part of an |
cruatizing process that i heginning to impact on society,
Tndeed, a5 he says, “it s not the child alone that has to be
rahahilitated, it is sociery that must be rehahilitated along |
with the child," I
For Garkars Ramun, this includes the atttudes fostered |
by the spiritual heritage of Inda., “Ous culture has taken a |
mrm o self-spirimalsagon and selhood,™ he says. 1 |
chant mantras, 1 pray. [ believe in God, 1 believe that |
chanting manirad is & discipline, it conteals the mind. But, |
after coming Lo Amar Seva Sangam, iy priorities have
changed. Deallng with the children, making them self-
relinnt, is far mope satisfying. far more gratfying than a |
apiritual gesture. Tt is unfortunate we forget that at the Co-
re of cur heriage liss a simple doctrine: Live o serve.” .J
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. Ramakrishnan and @hira... the energy is palpable, | i
gl v
therapy centre with fucilities for sty and medical evalua- Fot industeies and eompanies, there is 100 per cent tax
fion and @ wvocAtional training  insLie (which the  excmption under Section 35 AC of the Income Tas Act,
fisdusariad Credit and Tnvesments Corporation of lndia 1561 Nor sponsonig progecls approvet by e Natinaal
ek coruiteed wo sponsar], o dig open wells amel 1o pur- Elonmittes Lo Proamotion of - Skl il o
chate vans, ogquipment and machinery. Bventually, W eliare.
Ramakrishnan belves, Amar Seva Sangam will hecoms a Agpar Seva Sangam i oritcad o fife m this part of Tarmil
model township, comgplete wath @ pedytechnic and an My, “Willagé-hased rehahilitaton wuoak @ wish lust i
induesrrial raining centee. suoLcss s demonstrated,” savs Sank ammm, "k
I a dot of mneys how will i come? Romuakrishnan is  mstiuticn his bl @ dpcamendous desmsearative oflec |
confident. He reminisces ahout the Brst mapor coninbii- TFwo Yers o, parents were duin g the el MNow
tiesrs: Bs. 15,000 Frems Tamil writer Sivasankari, whe also they are willing o come every week and miteract with us.
weote the first article on the organisation in Ancnde The children win. prizes at competitions. They belp pir
Vikaran, n T amil weekly. As the message spread, contribii-  COls Wrke letters... for the villagers this rs magic. ™
tions came from all parts of the country, the world The cities offer alemative sysiems ol education. Thene
Plagues and slabs acknowledge themn with gratimde In his 15 awarencss, if larpely shorn of sensimvaty. Tt n the vil-
' oy fashion, Ramakrishnen chenshes old friends and  lages, the concept of spreial sehools simpdy does not extst
eribraces pew ones: every phone call he makes is o reitera-  Somenmes, even @ mental handicap 15 pob recognised o
tion of Useir hebonging, heing that. The only yardstk is; can the person do physi-
~ i m_“ﬂ
Tz Frantine, Ooober
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cal wasrk? "The Ssnpam's own survey shows there are &
mruny i ned of help, TUhene are s @iy plans aod so
mony children, And so many people willing o give thear
Bives 1 a cause much larger than themselves. Al day kg
the cluldien wear ther pink and maroon onifermns, ver the
ambacte one of informality. Repestediy . they are
audmsonished for being oo nodsy, yet behind the fingers thy
pongues Chatter away. The pussage o schaoal 15 snail-shiw
o7 =ome, hut g ride on a loge wicyole transpons e ma
irice of delight. Walls erumble betore s smiles ol the
conime and rresting.

Wi 1he cimrance tio a clussroom is inscribed the lnes: 0
it | wi® I nar e, whene'™ T chilidren of Amiar
Sl S AR e Eroskinge in e Bogefi ol 1l aareewnns L]
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